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Abstract

An Exegesis of the Ordeal in Numbers 5:11-31

Prof, Dr. Deuk-il Shin

This article is about an exegetical study in the ordeal in Ancient
Israel. The legal process to unravel the truth for the woman
who is suspected to commit adultery appears so strange and
hideous for people in modern society. However, it is focused
on God’s judgement which heals the tension between husband
and wife. This ordeal shows us that Yahweh took action to
make Israel an ideal, covenant community in redemptive history
by restoring the damaged family relationship. This trial has
nothing to do with patriarchalism of Israel but rather with God’s

mercy.

Keywords | ordeal, adultery, God’s judgement,
restoration of family relationship, heathy
community
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1) H. Seebass, Numeri: 1. Teilband, 1,1-10,10, BKAT, 4/1 (Neukirchen-Vluyn: Neukirchener
Verlag, 2010-2012), 108; Martin Noth, Das Vierte Buch Mose: Numeri, Das Alte Testament
Deutsch Atd, 7 (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1982), 42; J. de Vaulx, Les Nombres,
Sources Bibliques (Paris: Gabalda, 1972), 89.
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zera“ (M) Zoii Hop7) wiZoltk e} vl Bt zera“ nizrea
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of2) Ar) AASL o] Eio] ke 9Ae AFEaRE HAA olal
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C. "WAH-AF(19-244)
B. 1% A9 F325-28%)
A 2% 2 9K29-317%)

2) Ludwig Koehler, Walter Baumgartner, et al., The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old
Testament (HALOT) (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1994 - 2000), 283.

3) GK, §143 c. o] 9} 72 8-> A 44:229} 41 162200 = VrERdT)

4) R. D. Cole, Numbers, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman
Publishers, 2000), 116.
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Handworterbuch Zum Alten Testament (THAT) 11 (Miinchen; Zirich: Chr. Kaiser Verlag;
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2AIE A3 Aol ARt A9} th2 AL Tgle] < 7T} ohuE) HE
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%3 FIE FA B A SR AR 2= A7 vAA] Rt
A& HAFKH 5:11). 13A] 2AES FHlslok sh= ol f 13lo] 94
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(B9 A (minhat ¢‘na’ot)y= 27 U= FHe] AFZ Q13 e
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A7 AoBA HE AHdHs 14aAE FddHs AR 2 o

7) (131) Summa a$Sat awilim mussa ubbirSima itti zikarim San im ina uttlim la issabit, nis ilim
izakkarma ana bitiSa itar. (132) Summa aSSat awilim aSSum zikarim San im ubanum eliSa
ittarisma itti zikarim San im ina uttlim la ittasbat, ana mutiSa Id iSalli. M. E. J. Richardson,
Hammurabi’s Laws: Text (London; New York: T&T Clark, 2004), 82.

8) HALOT, 1111.
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Fe HAE ARGl oA HaHn) o)A FHe BE HApet 1
Agte] AupiA] shpdz EAok stk Alolth AP 91 7171l
SA o] o] 59} kel A2t “olse} Sefrehs B T WS I
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9) Seebass, Numeri 1.1-10.10, 136.

10) H. M. Ohmann, Tellingen in de Woestijn (Uitgave Bond van Mannen verenigingen op Geref.
Grondslag, 1983), 34.

11) D. 1. Shin, The Ark of Yahweh in Redemptive History (Eugene, Oregon: Wipf & Stock, 2012),
40.

12) Jacob Milgrom, The JPS Torah Commentary, Numbers: The Traditional Hebrew Text with
the New JPS Translation (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 1990), 39; B. Levine,
Numbers 1-20: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary, Anchor Bible, v. 4A
(New York, N.Y.: Doubleday, c1993), 195.



Eo] Hofof & Flo|th(F 30:29). o|A HAS A A9 B vE
ZOITHR 19:9). 71 &2 AAPEEC] AolA AiolA BAE W o5&
WAl 3= Eolth(& 30:21). 1 AFE Eof 9 vlete] £& H ),
AAE v 71502 AFSHA E tido] ofURwkE 30:26 - 30) L
A} shbde] AAE s AAAATIL TS 1 o] oRle] A
gk shbds BA S SR8 T8 94t #
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ek “3elh BAZ A3 A,
ago] vlg) ARl 7153 F& A oA . s
Ae1sA o] 1) A58 7155 H A B £9 v} -
A5} oj215o] vp. ool @, “)7) viele) wele) mielo)
wEeS Gl e Aclehn BAeektibea).D A5 ol315o)

At Hebd, “s-2ivt mhel o] Aot viEle) MEAel s AEeH e
AJUTARM 10, 9:1226). ©] W7 A} SALetckaza| A o] 3ol 7]
T Al RS olsfste AL siM = g = Aotk v AAlE ot
Aol B w9 AlEel vlelE E3A171A AL BAlshs At
H2 ol EA HE Hels Wk van. o] vk A4

13) o} =0 FA} ti-ba-a (< tiabum) = ‘FHEA| A ) = 50| T “Donnez satisfaction aux
dieux” (A E oAl WH52- S0 2}). Maurice Birot, Jean Kupper and Olivier Rouault,
Répertoire Analytique, Archives Royales de Mari (Romanized Ed.), 10 (Paris: P. Geuthner,
1979). 36-37.
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F} 7159] 928 B ohAlaL Ak Se 15o] s vhele] 2ol
531 7159 84T vhAlE Rolthi e} W4)e] B shhdel
LED

Ao
WAThE A & 5 QES 8] 9Ag drpelth
AL 9} AV L2k B,
ojole WA PElE Ex o 0w 1 7lole] A 5 4
Y X1 %OM A oA S = A8 olesl gl el Aoz
:

71 & Ol 515} 1 Qlo 1 ﬂﬂ%— T o] 52 H¥dhs Aoled
A O BV 714 SFoltk olFA dol WdE = AATE 5ol A
T =wol7] witelth

Rl b st AP kollM wiAlE ok sk, 21 WAl A Aol
Adsithd Aol FEsiths wRA ARl I vy BE s WgoR
AR, o) WAk dE S sk, <12l Aol ofRlel A
WA sto] 2ol Al Tk, vkl g dAprE Yok w3k %Q}E
vk Y7} ] “"34(94 AL okelA 2adste] He A Sekohd, A5

BYQE 12 B 4HAIA Helueba & itk 6¥:7H7<4ﬂ “Lﬂ
s Far E}L Ao Q%o tqpat ek Bl AP B0z

‘ol FA b ol A wt 8-S iAol ] A9 ol = Mgt
(ESV).19 BloUeP (hinnagi)eh= 7S skl Aol 4] Blojul= A%
bl ofie] 75 MdAsk= WHAQl Ao v 2:35; 25:29; 49:12).
e whe] A= shubd o] Al 3 HHA| glek A elA] 2R
FAISH ofQlo] thA] Ao WA E Shhe Ul 194 e Aol 22
S WHESE] wjiell Fart glof BRItk 1 AT W80 ® Fol AFHA
Zhot WAl(AE)E A 25S AASEE HHEL o] AL AlEZo]aL AL

14) Levine, Numbers, 210.
15) HALOT, 1722.



A PANA 18-S Tk AR AA AL Alto] o] Hrh o5 ebAA
48] giA ezt mpEa w7y A ebA Aotk c\A v (varek) =
A 7|7l 2Rl AA7E b 2l T Alolvh 3 2422, 9).
V2P (mofeleH = “BAXTF (mafal)e]l 17 AR A4 7|7F 2xd)
wlo] Qlalell FAZF A7 )= AS owlgeh w7t B2 (beten saba)ol A
AP S 7E ol Abgr S SmRith 1 saba (33 AT 2220
to(hapax legomenon) Q1 Hl E4-S 338 (saba)= TABNA olsiet= Al
L Aot} o] B2 AR §ojR oA Rt FEo] olFFEol A sabiim-e-
‘sEPEkE o] Stk o] w7} ApFE oulete WElH F o] &
Aolthle) & Algo] FEHETP = Wl o]Alo] 54 Awa} d s =R
BaZut AA7Sd AE Yo7 RHOE HRlth

AA7N7} B AL Aol e A e oAl &o7f opA]
RE et of o] alat SAte] Brbs Al AAIA s I 7k Adol
k1) nhek 1 dake) APg o] Ang(134) ofol7F JEjE AT ARitolut
A= E3ko] & Flojt) o] HAS R FolA = Al drye
A

gho = Vet A4o] gl AL Auislol A 1 AHse e

=
Z]

g o] x| uk FekAthol| = Algto|u) Ao & of AXTHA 30; 9| 20:20-21;
g 108). 71 oJQle 1 A F] B3 g delM AE sta T i}f’ﬂ]
‘ofaolgbal Waflok Prh4:22). o] A2 &Y S webA AT WS
Hropso] ke AolthAl 27:15-26).

>

16) T. Frymer-Kensky, “The Strange Case of the Suspected Sotah (Numbers V 11-31),” VT 34,
1 (1984) 20,
17) Seebass, Numeri 1.1-10.10, 141.
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2.4.4. A5 &3 974 (23-28)

& WA= ARPGo] o] AFE S Aol Hojx] 1 7]ES B wholo}
TH4:23). ‘o] AFE(ha'alot haelé)o)etal Brg & Sroll A Awgh
AAARQD 2 AR A 08 2F0] tido] B A& oA delth AFE
7153 AW (sefer)yS ] FRukEE ofl i GEA gk ﬁ/’q
7} & Zolt}, 1 SAE Bof wol Witk RdoA “AANF(maka)2l
A0 7F gARE 7155 EA7F HAo)7) k. ojwf 1 29 11 BAE
Aor] AF=] YE-& A|9-= Flo|thls) X9 SAP7F FeA] ol Eof7HA

1 2ES ofgle] v uf AT 7|EE EAA BE, BoA] ThA] ¢4l
HOR AR 11 & Bo] AR A 2ol JeS nHA|= kA
T1310] 1o oujef Aztel S Wtk AAR 1 A7t 22 Folu

= L ofdth o] 9lE whA| nAQl o7} 2o
A AR AR O] AL eIt Ao AAE <Jn|Eit). of7]A FLeke] w3
S HolEth shbd 2 Alokus]yh g Fsho] wge
238 DA st S FalA] TS s FAIh 2uh e

w3l A Aol A s Bes EEekAN EFe] el o
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[e]
A

= oo

o ¥
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B} A AoiAA gk kg AT BB E St
A BAS EFY W ARE Sl WA et

1 o4 Aol ofelelAN 1 AFEIA)] 2A1%S Hste] o] 59}
QoA 1 AAEE EET IRS AARA BAZT oRlo] 1 & B
wba o By 2AR S EEThE AL AdsE 2ol SI% Ltk E

18) M. Haran, “Book-Scrolls in Israel in Pre-Exilic Times,” JIS 33 (1982) 169.

19) L. Alonso-Schokel, “3ni,” ed. G. Johannes Botterweck, Helmer Ringgren, and Heinz-Josef
Fabry, trans. Douglas W. Stott, Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament (TDOT) (Grand
Rapids, MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1997), 228.

20) Ohmann, Tellingen in de Woestijn, 35.
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AR o] EAT|= WS E Wkt 1) o] E& AAPElAl EEle %
shudA EditkeE AR 9= sk Alolth o7 aAlES] g

S Adel BALZ 3 YA E FRARY] 9GS sk ARl Al Eolit
k. *Zﬂ” A & FFS A AL 7|HoZ AAE Aolth 1A
=& [ sl AlEolehs At g,

T HHCHLXX, Vulg, RSV, ESV).

o] 7| dolgt W2 7|38t (zakar) ol A & Holth 1A o] ZHA A=<

ARF mPE A 3 AT FAE ohn 1 ojle] 2 slojehes

leﬂ F ﬂ% GM%M #HAo|t}. o] T 1FS Fo IHo] o
Seolth M| Aluke: 3 ARrle 7R ofsiA 9] Fake i HH—Eroﬂ
FAT BAL 71El] o HKA 3:16). L Aol AskAE sy
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Summa awilum kiSpi eli awilim iddima la ukfinSu, Sa eliSu kiSpt nad(.
ana Id illak, Id iSalliamma.
Summa Id iktaSassu, mubbirsu bissu itabbal.
Summa awilam Suati Id GtebbibasSuma, istalmam Sa eliSu kiSpi iddQ, iddak.
Sa Id iSliam, bit mubbiriSu itabbal: Richardson, Hammurabi’s Laws, 42.
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